The Iliad, Homer
(Translated by Robert Fagles) 

Why do we read this book:

· It is a famous epic that introduces us to the Greek pantheon of gods
· It treats themes of fate and free will within the context of war
· It is a timeless staple of a western education

Author:

Biographical facts about the author antiquity called Homer are in short supply, largely shrouding his existence in mystery. Further, the origin of his two famous epics, The Iliad and The Odyssey is also unclear. Many scholars believe his epics were musical improvisations created to provide entertainment and were eventually written down (with variations) over time. We do know his work was respected, propagated and formed the basis for Greek playwrights and the Roman poet, Virgil.
Genre:

Heroic epic poetry

Significance to Mars Hill:

The book explores:

· Fate

· The Greek conception of the gods/goddesses and their interactions with mankind

· The theme of the heroic ethic; honor and glory
· The brutality of war
Cautions/comments:

Throughout the epic, The Iliad contains graphic depictions of violent acts set in the context of war. One book with notable sexual content is omitted from our reading.
Synopsis:


Set nine years into the Trojan War, in which the Achaeans have landed in Troy to wage war against the Trojans, Achaean commander Agamemnon makes an enemy of his best fighter, Achilles, by rescinding his war prize, thus, denying him honor. Consumed by rage, Achilles refuses to fight and watches the Achaean army gradually pushed by the Trojans to the brink of defeat; however, a wrathful Achilles later re-enters the war when his close friend, Patroclus, is killed in battle by the Trojan commander, Hector. Achilles’ rage leads him to stalk and kill Hector, all but ensuring Troy’s destruction. In a surprising turn, Hector’s father, King Priam, comes to Achilles at night to plead for Hector’s corpse. Disillusioned by his participation in the war and Hector’s death, Achilles shows kindness to King Priam, grants his request and declares an amnesty for 12 days so that funeral rites can be performed. The book closes with Hector’s funeral as all of Troy waits for the Achaean army to descend upon the city. 
